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 About six months ago, I picked up a 

used copy of "Ishmael" by Daniel Quinn. 

Having first read this book over twenty years 

ago, for some reason I thought it was time for 

another reading. It's the story of a man who 

finds an ad in the Personals section of a pa-

per which stated, "TEACHER seeks pupil. 

Must have an earnest desire to save the 

world. Apply in person." 

 The man goes to an office building 

and upon entering this room he sees a large 

plate-glass window along the right wall. While 

gazing at this window, the man realizes that 

he's looking at a full-grown gorilla. It is 

through a series of meetings in that room 

where the man and Ishmael talk about sci-

ence, anthropology, agriculture, the environment, 

religion and culture. 

 During one of their last meetings, Ishmael 

tells the man about two types of people in the 

world. There are the Takers and the Leavers. The 

Takers believe that the gods made the world for 

them, while the Leavers believe that the gods 

made man for the world.  

 Ishmael says it comes down to choosing 

one of two beliefs.  Do you believe that the world 

belongs to you or that you belong to the world? 

That choice could determine the future of the 

world. 

 In the spring of 2017, my world was all 

about me. Having decided to not continue working 

in an outpatient mental health treatment program, 

I wanted to become a mental skills trainer to ath-

letes. After writing about a hundred articles for 

various sports websites, and starting to get inquir-

ies about training athletes, it seemed apparent, at 

least in the moment, that personal success was 

right around the corner. Having worked for low 

salaries in mental health for over 28 years, I 

thought that this new career would finally give me 

more money and more recognition. It was all 

about the world belonging to me. 

 But in early August of 2017, something 

changed for me. If nothing else, I began to rethink 

whether or not having a successful career and 

chasing after things was the right lifestyle for 

me. And after two marriages and two divorc-

es, moving in with someone or getting mar-

ried for a third time was definitely not an op-

tion. Reflecting upon my times visiting a Ben-

edictine monastery in Northern New Jersey, I 

wondered if community life was for me. 

 As I began contacting different 

groups around the country, including Bene-

dictine monasteries and Bruderhof communi-

ties, it started to dawn on me that I needed 

to live in some kind of intentional community. 

Not only for my own mental and emotional 

health, but for the opportunity to help others. 

And it was in November, 2017, that I found 

my new community and new home: Loaves 

and Fishes. 

 In his book "Deep Economy: The 

Wealth of Communities And the Durable Fu-

ture," Bill McKibben writes about the nega-

tive consequences of hyper-individualism 

upon any culture or society. "Perhaps the 

very act of acquiring so much stuff has turned us 

ever more into individuals and ever less into mem-

bers of a community, isolating us in a way that 

runs contrary to our most basic instincts," stated 

McKibben.  

 McKibben asks us to question our beliefs 

and behaviors around capitalism and consumer-

ism, and how they have contributed to what he 

calls our "environmental predicament." He wants 

us to examine how irrational many of our choices 

are and to see how disconnected we've become 

to each other, and even ourselves. McKibben 

wants us to explore the values and benefits of 

community. 

 "In a changed world, comfort will come 

less from ownership than from membership. If 

you're a functioning part of a community that can 

meet at least some of its needs - for food, for en-

ergy, for companionship, for entertainment, for 

succor - then you're more secure," stated McKib-

ben. 

 Looking around at the world today, I can 

understand why many of us feel very insecure. 

We are dealing with a     Continued on page five 

 In his 1987 book The Different Drum: 

Community Making And Peace, M. Scott Peck 

wrote, "In and through community lies the salva-

tion of the world." As a psychiatrist and founder of 

the Foundation for Community Encouragement, 

Peck examines the many different experiences of 

being in community and how community can 

serve as what he calls the "the core for the 

cure of our greatest contemporary trouble." 

Through creating and building community, he be-

lieves that we can collectively overcome the 

"negative forces in our society" and become 

whole and mature human beings. In the fall of 

2021, we find ourselves confronted and chal-

lenged by various contemporary problems around 

the world and here in the City of Duluth. Be it the 

COVID-19 pandemic, poverty and homelessness, 

racial tension, climate change or gun violence, we 

are all trying to find that safe and secure place to 

claim our better selves. In this issue of the Loaves 

and Fishes newsletter, we explore what communi-

ty means to us and how we can collectively bring 

a greater sense of community to our houses on 

Jefferson Street, our city, and our families 

and friends around the world.  
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By Brooke TappðCo-chair of the 

Loaves & Fishes Housing Inc. board 

   

The Community has many tasks to do ï cook 

meals, transport guests to appointments, move 

people in and out, remain intentional to each other 

as trusted companions banded together to do the 

work of hospitality. A lot of their work's founda-

tions comes from having 

the four houses the com-

munity members them-

selves live in and to which 

others are welcomed. 

 

As the Loaves & Fishes 

Housing Inc. board, we 

lend the Community a 

hand to their work and 

offering of hospitality by 

focusing on maintaining 

and improving these four 

houses, as well as lon-

gevity of the houses for 

hospitality. 

 

Housing Inc. will always 

comprise a mix of live-in 

community members and 

friends of the community. 

We work together to iden-

tify and address large 

house maintenance issues as well as improve-

ments that will enrich the hospitality provided. 

Housing Inc. writes grants, a fall appeal letter, and 

direct fundraising efforts to finance the backlog of 

maintenance. 

 

This year, we celebrated the replacement of the 

sewer line at Olive Branch so the household of 14 

can flush toilet paper again. Dorothy Day House 

serves meals out of the renovated kitchen made 

possible by volunteer labor, individual donations 

and a grant from Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation. At 

the printing of this newsletter, construction will 

have begun on the roof, soffit, and fascia at Doro-

thy Day House including new egress windows re-

placing the existing windows of the third floor to 

improve the ability of a third floor evacuation in 

case of an emergency. When you drive by, notice 

that the red, outdoor staircase has been removed 

per recommendation by fire safety personnel.  

 

In 2022, we remain ambitious with the vision of a 

first floor bathroom remodel at Olive Branch we 

are raising money for. There is one shower at Ol-

ive Branch. Fourteen people live at Olive Branch 

with one shower! It is time for a second shower. 

Adding a shower to the first floor bathroom influ-

ences the layout of the kitchen as well as impacts 

a bedroom on the second floor. This is a large, 

complex and expensive $35,000 project we are 

excited to tackle knowing the positive impact it will 

have for the house guests and visitors. 

 

Hannah House will see a new roof, soffit and fas-

cia next year. We will say good-

bye to the five or more layers 

and three colors of shingles.  We 

hope for metal and solar panels 

as we work toward more environ-

mentally conscious practices and 

materials. 

 

Planning for a handful of other 

projects continues at the same 

time as Housing Inc. and the 

Community look to the future. 

Considerations for physical ac-

cessibility, lead water line re-

placement, as well as amenities 

that make the days providing 

hospitality a bit more enjoyable 

move forward and we will let you 

know when they materialize. Be 

sure to check Facebook and the 

website for updates and photos 

of projects. As a community, it is 

all possible. 

 

Brooke Tapp is a Loaves & Fishes Alum, co-chair 

of the Loaves & Fishes Housing Inc board, and  

Community Land Trust Stewardship Associate for 

One Roof Community Housing. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜ .ǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǿŜǊΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƻ  ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǿŜǊΗ  

Todd is a former Dorothy Day House guest. He wrote this 

piece on compassion when he was living with us. He is 

missed around the house and we wish him the best with 

his next steps!  

#þüÿðĂĂøþý  
By Todd Christlieb 

 

 Compassion!! What an AWESOME 

word!! Compassion!! Much like the infinite 

number of ways a person or group of people 

can express love to another person or group 

of people, compassion too can be expressed 

and communicated in an infinite number of 

ways. 

 Compassion, from how I understand 

it, has, at its core, a desire to understand an-

other person's or group's experience. Com-

passion involves observation and curiosity. 

Compassion involves a desire to understand 

"how you roll" so to speak.  

 Compassion seeks to understand the 

language of your being, center, core, or any-

thing in between the "Center of You" and the 

"Center of Me."  Compassion is like a bridge 

between two worlds; a bridge between two or 

more different experiences. 

 How can we not grow as an individu-

al; as a community within which compassion 

is an attribute? 

Э˅˅˅Ćô ðāô ðă þýô þõ ă÷ô 
öāôðă ăĄāýøýö ÿþøýăĂ øý 
÷øĂăþāĈ˅ "þă÷ õþā þĄā  
ûøąôûø÷þþó ðýó õþā þĄā  
÷ĄüðýøăĈ Ćô ýôôó ăþ Ăôô 
ÿāþöāôĂĂ ýþă øý ăôāüĂ þõ 
÷ðąøýö üþāô ñĄă øý ăôāüĂ 
þõ öāþĆøýö þĄā ĂþĄûĂ ñĈ 
òāôðăøýö òþüüĄýøăĈʿ  
üĄăĄðû Ăôûõ-ĂĄɰòøôýòĈʿ 
ðýó òþþÿôāðăøąô āôûðăøþýĂ 
Ćøă÷ þýô ðýþă÷ôā˅Э 
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